94           DECISIVE MOMENTS IX THE HISTORY OF ISLAM
his memory, and closed the mouth of the Tiber with a
strong iron chain to stand in the way of the invadors.
Muslim expeditions continued to attack Italian
ports afterwards. They were mostly pillaging expedi-
tions. But the idea of invading the eternal city con-
tinued to occupy the minds of the Muslims for some
time. In 870 A.D. (256 A,H.) the Muslim admirals
in the ports of Africa and Andalusia prepared a great
expedition. The Muslim chronicle does not throw
light on this expedition also, but it seems probable
that the governments of Africa and Sicily superin-
tended its preparation and supplied it with material
help. At that time Muhammad ibn Ahmed ibn al-
Aghlab (250-61 A.H.) was Emir of Africa, and
Muhammad ibn Khafaja, Emir of Sicily* Ibn al-
Aghlab had conquered Malta a year before (255 A.H.)
Khafaja ibn Sufyan, Emir of Sicily, was noted for
his naval expeditions in the waters of Calabria.. The
various units met in one of the ports of Sardegna, and
sailed to the Italian shores which they ravaged as
usual. They anchored at the mouth of the Tiber,
sixteen miles from Rome. Pope Leo IV had conclud-
ed a defensive pact with the league of imperial ports,
Naples, Amalfi and Gseta. Their united fleet com-
manded by a courageous young leader named Caesarius
lost no time in approaching the Muslim ships. The
Muslims hastened to meet it, and a great naval battle
was fought between the two sides in the waters of
Ostia, the port of Rome. A severe tempest blew at that
time and forced the Prankish fleet to return to the shore.
The Muslim ships collided with one another causing
some of them to sink. But this partial loss did not
deter them from their project; they continued to
threaten the city with siege till Pope John VIII, who
succeeded Pope Leo, was forced to negotiate with them
to evacuate the country on payment of a yearly tribute
of twenty-five thousand pieces of silver.
Such was the end of the attempt made by  the